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Please note meeting will be held via Microsoft Teams.

4u Marta 2021.
Chuig:   Gach Ball don Chomhairle.

A Chomhairleoir,

Iarrtar ort bheith i láthair ag Cruinniú Míosuil Chomhairle Chontae Longfoirt a tionólfar via MS Teams are an Chéadaoin, 10u Marta 2021 ag 3.00 p.m chun gnó a dhéanamh d’réir an Chláir thíos.

You are requested to attend the Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council to be held via Microsoft Teams on Wednesday, 10th March 2021 at 3.00 p.m. to transact business, as set out on the Agenda hereunder.                    
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Mise le meas,

__________________


Anne Lee,

Meetings Administrator.

C L A R
           Prayer before Meeting.

Presentation by Sharon Lavin, Waterways Ireland on the Royal Canal Greenway.
1. Confirmation of Minutes of the following Meetings of Longford County Council –

(a)  Special Meeting held on the 29th January 2021.

(b)  Monthly Meeting held on the10th February 2021
  –  copies enclosed.

2. Matters arising from Minutes.

3. Declaration of Interest by Members.

4.        To note Management Report – report enclosed.
5.         To note adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 19th January 2021 -  
            enclosed.

6.
Strategic Infrastructure and Climate Change.

(a) To note Planning Applications received since last meeting of the Council.
(b) Consideration of recommendation from the Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee regarding Columbarium Wall proposal at Ballymacormack Graveyard.
(c) Consideration of the disposal of property at Pearse Drive, Demesne, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 19th February 2021. 

(d) Consideration of the disposal of Property at 23 Camlin Mews, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 23rd February 2021.

(e) Consideration of the disposal of Property at New Road, Newtowncashel, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 23rd February 2021.
(f) Consideration of the disposal of Property at 17 Pearse Drive, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 24th February 2021.

(g) Notices of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder –

Councillor Gerry Warnock.

“I am calling on Longford County Council to make a formal submission to the Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage outlining our complete opposition to the proposed provisions of the Land Development Agency Bill 2021. 

The proposed removal of the Section 183 reserved function of Elected Members in relation to the disposal of local authority held land to the LDA as provided for in Part 7 Section 56 of the bill is unacceptable and an affront to Local Democracy. As advocates for the empowerment of local government, we can never support or accept any diminution in the reserved functions and powers of Elected Councillors. 
I also have concerns regarding the potential long term implications for local authorities in delivering social and affordable housing on local authority held land due to the extensive remit of the LDA. I believe that this is a major battle in our ongoing fight to preserve the local democratic function in the face of ever increasing centralism.”
Councillor Mark Casey.

“That Longford County Council writes to Mr. Darragh O’Brien, T.D., Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to increase the Longford Threshold Band from Band 3 to Band 2.  This will move the threshold for a single working parent from €25,625 to €30,750 as there is no possibility for a single parent earning €30k of getting a mortgage for their own home.” 
Councillor Pat O’Toole.
“I call on Longford County Council to consider introducing the “Green Kilometre Scheme” which allows individuals or groups to choose a kilometre or longer stretch of rural road or loop in their area for basic upkeep.
The individuals or group, with the support of the Council, commit to maintain the chosen stretch of road over the course of a year. This will involve hedge maintenance, sowing flowers or shrubs, litter picking, and care of any heritage features etc.
Perhaps the scheme could be piloted in the three Municipal Districts.”

Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi, Councillor Martin Monaghan, Councillor Pat O’Toole, Councillor Mick Cahill, Councillor PJ Reilly, Councillor Seamus Butler, 
“We are calling on Longford County Council to inform all Council tenants to adhere to the Government’s Covid guidelines and ensure that they comply with the announced restriction levels. It is important that we do all we can to minimise the risk of contracting Covid in our Community and stay safe as the fight to contain the virus continues.”
Councillor Garry Murtagh.

“That Longford County Council writes to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage requesting that consideration be given to a stipulation that objectors/lobbyists to planning approvals who reside outside the district of the subject application be required to submit a deposit of €2,000.  This deposit not to be refunded in the event of the objection being overruled.”
Councillor Colm Murray

“I propose that Longford County Council write to Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications Eamon Ryan to register our dissent to turf and unseasoned wood being proposed for inclusion on the national proposed ban on smoky coal at this time.
Whilst acknowledging that climate action is urgent, and supporting the ban on the sale of smoky coal as there are viable, affordable alternatives available, we cannot agree to the mooted restrictions on turf and timber as the requisite alternatives and supports are not available or viable for large areas of the country, particularly the midlands.”

7.       Community, Corporate and Enterprise.

(a) 
Longford County Council’s Customer Services Charter – enclosed
(b)
Consideration of Addendum to Supplementary Standing Orders – Appendix 2 – enclosed.
              Attendance of members of the public at Online Meetings of the Council. 
(c)         Elected Members Assistance Programme.
(d)        Approval to the appointment of Fiona Fenelon to replace Niamh Donlon on the Longford 

    Joint Policing Committee.

(e)        Approval to the appointment of Pat Claffey to replace Sharon Devlin on the Climate Action & 
       Planning Strategic Policy Committee.
(f)        Political Donations - Local Elections (Disclosure of Donation and Expenditure) Act 1999, as 
       amended - Third Parties.  (Guidelines and form enclosed)  
(g)        Notices of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder -

Councillor Garry Murtagh

“That Longford County Council writes to Cavan and Leitrim County Councils with regards to a joint venture in marking the point off a unique geographical setting that is where the three Provinces meet - Ulster, Leinster and Connacht -
· Leinster/Longford - Fyhora

· Ulster/Cavan - Tycuster

· Connacht/Leitrim - Gulladoo

This is a unique opportunity to create a real tourism gem for hill walkers and adventurers alike from not just three counties but from across three Provinces having access to a joint (medium/hard) tourism trail that would encompass the natural beauty of the three Provinces.”
8.
Finance & Regeneration.
(a)
Capital Budgets 2021 – 2023 - Report enclosed.
9.
Correspondence - circulated.
(i) Development of St. Joseph’s Care Centre, Longford
10.
Votes of sympathy.
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